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of 1623 in all cases, except where that is manifestly corrupt or de- 
fective, in which cases he gives the original reading in his notes, while 
he corrects the error in the page. The notes are well chosen, and 
show first-hand study, as well as judicious research and selection. They 
are generally brief, pointed, and not controversial. They follow each 
play ; and the pages of text, therefore, are free from the disfiguration 
of foot-notes and references. This arrangement, though apparently a 
trifle, adds much to the beauty of the volume. The introductory mat- 
ter is excellent and valuable. 

The famous Chiswick edition was issued in 1826. Had its literary 
equalled its typographical execution, Mr. "White's edition would be need- 
less. It has long been out of print, and its text was far from good. 
Messrs. Little, Brown, & Co., however, rival even that celebrated issue 
in its own peculiar province of beauty of type and paper, while the 
small size of the volumes will adapt them for easy transportation, no 
less than for home use. 



8. — The New Torle Pulpit in the Revival of 1858. A Memorial Vol- 
ume of Sermons. New York : Sheldon, Blakeman, & Co. 1858. 
12mo. pp. 395. 

It is noticeable of every great religious movement, that all good in- 
terests in society get their share of blessing from it. Quickening forces 
arise in it, which travel to the remotest forms of human condition, carry- 
ing one or another kind of benefits with them. Much as a renovating 
subsidy at the root is felt shortly at the topmost twig, so an infusion of 
genuine religious impulse finds its way through all the ramifications of 
that huge growth, — society. This volume of sermons, — one from each 
of twenty-five gifted preachers, — on a somewhat novel plan of blending 
many voices and minds under the guidance of one common impulse, sup- 
plies an unusual illustration of the above truth. Here it comes, — a fresh 
and shining wave on the sea of literature, raised and sent on its way by 
what is termed the great revival. As galleries of portraits and groups 
of life-sketches of persons eminent in a given period, or from their per- 
sonal part in a signal era, are both a convenience and a curiosity, so a 
group of such discourses from men of differing forms of faith and modes 
of worship is an essential help to those who would look through results 
to their causes and producers. This claims to be a " memorial volume," 
but it very usefully serves the inquisitiveness of the world outside of, 
and remote from, that great impulse-centre whence it comes, concerning 
the marvellous movement. What was done, by whom, and how, are 
queries this volume helps to answer. 
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The theological qualities of this book concern us less than its place 
among the forms and forces of the literature of the day. Is it likely to 
touch the public taste in its better sensibilities ? Will it. abate the per- 
ilous hankering for extravagant fiction and unheard-of incident ? Does 
a book of this stamp really come at the call of a purer and higher long- 
ing than has possessed the reading public for years past ? We trust it 
does. We are glad that so many men, with such wide-spread personal 
affinities, agree in proposing such a use of the public confidence in them. 
That is one good fruit of the revival. 

Then, too, we welcome it as an improvement in the common pulpit 
style of our day, which has been confessedly faulty, compared with the 
talent found in the pulpit. There is here an urgent, vigorous use of 
words, which is the reverse of the technical and prosy style so often 
charged upon modern sermons. 

The pulpit does much toward forming the public taste, in the use of 
words and modes of speech. We think that, if these discourses were 
chosen as models, they would be largely beneficial in this regard. Some 
of them, and some sentences in all, seem in the old classic sense winged. 
It starts a man's intellect barely to read them, whether he believes them 
or not. 

Probably few contributions to our current literature are made with 
so much indifference to the mere literature they are to illustrate, and 
just in this nonchalant tone, this daring to forget form and phrase in the 
ardor of their main pursuit, consists much of their charm. The fervor 
of spirit and gush of impulse common to them all, lift the authors over 
many minor faults and graver errors to which a less animated action 
would expose them. 

We hail, too, this fraternity of names and of labors, as at least a tem- 
porary triumph over the distorting and unloving denominational enclos- 
ures in which most of these authors dwell. It evidently does them good 
to get out, or to get over, their ecclesiastical fences, and to walk awhile 
side by side like Christian men, on the great common ground of love to 
their race. They feel better, they look better, for doing this. It is a 
genuine advance in what we esteem a better style of Christianity than 
that of the too common gyve and tether. As religious acrimonies are 
the bitterest, and ecclesiastical scruples the most sensitive, which men 
feel, we welcome this more catholic manifestation as a godsend for the 
peace and welfare of society. It wins all men to love one another, 
when the ministers of religion join hands in a common impulse of good- 
will to them. To such a service we trust that this publication is mainly 
devoted, and it will thus be a wide and deep channel for the beneficial 
influences of this anomalous religious awakening, to reach the thirsty 
ridges of the moral world. 



